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open for others to come after us and do the
same.

To begin with housekeeping. I have already
hinted that everything belonging to family sub-
sistence bears a higher price than formerly: at
the same time I can neither undertake to prove
that there is more got by selling, or more ways to
get it, than heretofore ; the consequence then must
be, that if there is less got, there must necessarily
be less laid up ; for how should it be otherwise,
when tradesmen get less and spend more than ever
they did ?

That all things are dearer than formerly to a
housekeeper, needs little demonstration ; the taxes
necessarily infer it from the weight of them, and
the number of the things charged: for, besides the
things enumerated above, we find all articles of
foreign importation are increased in value to the
consumer, by the high duties laid on them ; such as
linen, especially fine linen ; silk, especially foreign
wrought silk : almost all things eatable, drinkable,
and wearable, are made heavy to us by high and
exorbitant customs and excises; as brandies, to-
bacco, sugar, deals and timber for building, oil,
wine, spice, raw silk, calicoes, chocolate, coffee, tea ;
on some of these the duties are more than doubled:
and yet that which is most observable is, that such
is the expensive humour of the times, that not a
family, no, hardly of the meanest tradesman, but
treat their friends with wine or punch, or fine ale;
and have their parlours set off with the tea-table,
and the chocolate-pot, and the silver coffee-pot,
and oftentimes an ostentation of plate into the bar-
gain : treats and liquors, all foreign and new among
tradesmen, are terrible articles in their modern
expenses, which have nothing to be said for them,
either as to the expense or the helps to health